
This mini tote is 6 inches wide, 7 inches tall, and 2 inches deep. It's the perfect size for

packing a lunch, carrying some action figures, or toting shells home from the beach.

When my daughter was small I made several of these and kept them packed with an

assortment of small toys  one had a notebook and crayons, another held small animal

toys, etc. They were always ready to grab one and take with us to a restaurant or other

outing. Handy!

Happy sewing!

http://www.shinyhappyworld.com/
http://www.shinyhappyworld.com


Throughout the pattern, the purple text links to online video tutorials demonstrating the
techniques used, or to sources for the materials. If you're brand new to sewing, you'll
find videos teaching very basic sewing skills here.

Happy sewing!

Materials
• one fat quarter of the main fabric
• one fat quarter (or less) for the lining fabric

Step 1
We'll start with the handles. Cut two
strips of the main fabric, each 5 x 12
inches. Fold one of the fabric strips in half
the long way, right sides facing out.
Press. Open the strip back up and fold
each long edge in toward the center fold.
Press.

There's a video showing how to make
doublefold bias tape here.

Step 2
Fold in half again along the center fold so
that you have one long strip, four layers
of fabric thick. This makes a nice, sturdy
strap. Press.

Topstitch along both long edges, about
1/8 inch from the edge.

Repeat for the second handle.

Step 3
Now for the bag. Cut two 9 inch squares from the main fabric, and two from the lining
fabric. If you're going to embroider your bag (or embellish it in any other way)  do this
now before you sew the pieces together.

Pin the two main fabric squares right sides together. Using 1/4 inch seam allowance,
stitch around both sides and the bottom of the bag. Repeat for the lining pieces.

http://www.shinyhappyworld.com/2011/05/how-to-make-bias-tape.html
http://www.shinyhappyworld.com/2011/01/how-to-sew-a-straight-line-on-the-machine.html
http://www.shinyhappyworld.com/2011/06/how-to-topstitch-and-edgestitch-video.html
http://www.shinyhappyworld.com/category/sewing/sewing-videos/sewing-basics
http://www.shinyhappyworld.com/2011/04/rotary-cutting-how-to-square-up-your-fabric-and-cut-strips.html


Step 4
Open out one bottom corner of the bag
so that the sde seam and center bottom
seam line up, and the corner of the bag
makes a point. Measure up one inch from
the tip of the stitching (NOT the tip of the
fabric triangle) and stitch a line
perpendicular to the side seam.

Repeat for the other corner.

Repeat for the lining.

You can watch a video demonstrating
this technique here.

Step 5
Turn the main bag right side out. Leave
the lining inside out.

Pin the edge of one strap to the top edge
of the bag, 1 1/2 inches in from the side
seam.

Repeat for the other end of the strap.

Repeat with the second strap on the
other side of the bag.

Step 6
Put the main bag inside the lining, with
the straps sandwiched between the two
layers. Line up the side seams and pin
the layers together around the top edge
of the bag.

http://www.shinyhappyworld.com/2014/07/video-sew-boxed-corners.html


Step 7
Using 1/4 inch seam allowance, stitch
almost all the way around the top edge of
the bag. Leave the space between the
two ends of one handle unstitched, so
you can pull the bag through the opening.

Be sure to backstitch at the beginning and
end of your stitching. This is a pretty small
opening and there will be some pressure
on the edges as you pull the bag through.

Step 8
Reach into the opening and pull the main
bag through. Pull through the handles,
then pull the lining right side out and tuck
it into the bag.

Press around the top edge, being
especially careful to press the open
edges evenly.

Step 9
Topstitch around the bag, about 1/8 inch
from the top edge. Be sure that the folded
edges of the opening you used for turning
are lined up and that you catch both layers
in the topstitching to hold them together.
No hand stitching!



Finished!
Pack your lunch,
wrap a gift, or tote
some toys. Show
off your work and
accept praise
graciously. You're
awesome!

The cute bird
embroidered on
the bag is from the
Birds Sampler
embroidery
pattern.

Did you have fun?
I hope so! Please visit Shiny Happy World for more patterns, plus lots of free projects
and helpful tutorials.

© Wendi Gratz 2011
This pattern is for personal use only and is not available for commercial resale. That
means you may not copy and sell or digitally distribute the pattern. You may, however,
sell items you make with the pattern  as long as you are making them yourself.

http://www.shinyhappyworld.com/
http://www.shinyhappyworld.com/store/products/bird-sampler-easy-embroidery-pattern



